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Made strong by a compositional sensitivity centered on the electro-acoustic and the as-
semblage of sonorous material, by a passionate interest in sound, and by a meticulous 
process of musical construction, Nicola Ratti reaches a long postponed introduction 
after the excellent 10” ep “One day with my fi shing umbrella” released in September of 
2004.  Already the guitarist for the math-jazz-core trio Pin Pin Sugar, Nicola now col-
laborates in a duet with both Giuseppe Ielasi, with Andrea Belfi  (drummer for Rosalina 
Mar and forthcoming solo project on Hapna), apart from working with the morriconian 
all-star band Ronin.
In this “Handbook for Young Leaves” Nicola melts together manipulations of fi eld record-
ings, electric and acoustic guitar textures, and his voice, into an unusual and moving 
mixture that eludes any reference to the singer-songwriter tradition that sung italian 
usually leads to, but rather that evokes musicians capable of a more personal language 
such as Dean Roberts or Vincent Gallo.
The eleven pieces, fl uidly woven together into four long moments, alternate between 
suggestive electro-acoustic entries and a more carnal punctuation from the acoustic 
guitar, in which the intimacy of the lyrics, totally supported by the delicate sound, creates 
distilled images, not hazy but precisely delineated, as if illuminated by a ray of sunlight.
As accompaniment we fi nd Giuseppe Ielasi, as recording engineer and as musician 
(guitar and electronics) in two pieces as well as Jacopo Andreini on sax in one piece.
A precious recording, fresh like the title that it bears, to listen to in one breath.

More info: www.megaplomb.it/nicolaratti
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